
HHS Office of Intergovernmental and External 
Affairs News Bulletin: Friday, May 31st, 2013 
Visit HealthCare.Gov and CuidadodeSalud.Gov, two consumer-focused health care websites to: find 
insurance options, learn about prevention, compare care quality, and learn about the law.  How is the 
Affordable Care Act helping you? Share your story here. 
 
Secretary’s Corner 

 
 May 31, 2013 

Secretary Kathleen Sebelius wrote a blog post about the millions of dollars that previously 
uninsured young adults have saved in emergency care costs because of the Affordable Care 
Act. “Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 3.1 million previously uninsured young adults have 
health coverage through their parents’ plans. The New England Journal of Medicine recently 
published a first look at how health insurance coverage is protecting young adults and their 
families from the costs of a serious medical emergency.” View the full blog post here. 
 

 May 28, 2013 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius wrote a blog post about innovation in health care, brought on by 
new tools in the Affordable Care Act and improvements in the use of health information 
technology. “Today, we are focused on driving a smarter health care system focused on the 
quality – not quantity – of care.  The health care law includes many tools to increase 
transparency, avoid costly mistakes and hospital readmissions, keep patients healthy, and 
encourage new payment and care delivery models, like Accountable Care Organizations.  
Health information technology is a critical underpinning to this larger strategy”. View the full 
blog post here. 
 

Affordable Care Act News 
 

 May 31, 2013 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) moved forward with the release of a final 
rule and the application that provides small employers with easy-to-understand access to 
health insurance options for their employees. Beginning on October 1, 2013, small employers 
will be able to choose from a range of coverage options through the Small Business Health 
Options Program, or SHOP, for their employees for coverage beginning on January 1, 2014.  
The SHOP will offer a single point of entry for employers and their employees to apply for 
coverage, and if eligible, the employer may qualify for a tax credit worth up to 50 percent of 
the employer’s premium contribution. View the full release here.  
 

 May 31, 2013 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) put out the Medicare Trustees report.  
The report projected that the trust fund that finances Medicare’s hospital insurance coverage 
will remain solvent until 2026, two years beyond what was projected in last year’s report. 
View the full release here.  
 

 May 29, 2013 
The U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services, Labor, and the Treasury continued to 
move forward to implement the health care law, by issuing final rules on employment-based 
wellness programs. The final rules support workplace health promotion and prevention as a 
means to reduce the burden of chronic illness, improve health, and limit growth of health care 
costs, while ensuring that individuals are protected from unfair underwriting practices that 
could otherwise reduce benefits based on health status. View the full release here. 

 
White House Health Care Blog Posts 
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 May 31, 2013 

Jeanne Lambrew, Deputy Assistant to the President for Health Policy, and Gene Sperling, 
Director of the National Economic Council and Assistant to the President for Economic Policy, 
wrote a blog post about the Medicare Trustees’ announcement that Medicare is growing 
stronger with help from the Affordable Care Act. “The Medicare Trustees reported some good 
news for seniors and taxpayers: The Medicare program will be solvent through 2026, nearly a 
decade longer than projected at the time of passage of the Affordable Care Act. This is 2 years 
longer than projected last year. Their annual report also shows that the long run actuarial 
deficit in the Hospital Insurance Trust Fund – a measure of its long-term fiscal health – has 
been cut by more than 70 percent since enactment of the health care law. The long-run 
Medicare deficit has fallen from 3.88 percent of taxable payroll in the 2009 Trustees Report to 
1.11 percent in this report.” View the full blog here. 

 May 30, 2013 
Megan Slack, Deputy Director of Digital Content for the Office of Digital Strategy at the White 
House, wrote a blog post about the increase in insurance choices thanks to the Affordable Care 
Act. “A memo released today shows that, based on early reports, the Marketplace is attracting 
new insurance choices and increasing competition for consumers, all across the country.  In 
the states with early data, an estimated 80 percent of the people who will enroll in the 
Marketplace will have five or more different insurance companies to choose from, instead of 
just one or two.  On average, issuers plan to offer more than 15 qualified health plans per 
state, according to early reports.” View the full blog here. 

 
Educational Materials  
Below you’ll find materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  
 
Health Insurance Marketplace  
For more information about the Health Insurance Marketplace including official resources, research, 
news, and events visit http://marketplace.cms.gov/ 
 
Marketplace Updates 
For information on how to sign up for coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace, including text 
message and email updates visit http://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace/index.html 
 
State by State Fact Sheets 
Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act, 
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/information-for-you/index.html 
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